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International: 
 
Once again, the pandemic has disrupted international tournaments. The World Amateur Go 
Championships, cancelled last year, was however held  at a physical location— the Russian Go 
Federation was at last able to hold the event, which they have been hoping to stage since 2019. 
Many participants largely from Europe were present in Vladivostok, but most played online. The 
complex logistics of holding event of this size in a mixed format, over the  24 time zones, with a high 
level of invigilation for detection of AI usage, are staggering, and the RGF did a magnificent job. Our 
representative was David Mitchell (who received a special prize for fairness: David’s opponent lost 
internet connection at one point, and David allowed him to resume instead of losing on time!). The 
Korean Prime Ministers Cup was held online; our player was Tony Purcell. The International Par Go 
Tournament, originally planned as a high-profile event in association with the 2020 Olympics, was 
postponed twice in 2021, and is currently planned to be held in Tokyo in 2022. A new online event 
sponsored by China TV was held, with our team Amy Song, William Rui, Aaron Chen and Tom Chen 
performing commendably. The China Cities League tournament, in which Sydney has a team due to 
the sterling efforts of Erli Qiu, is currently in progress online. 
 
Membership: 
 
We made a major change in the operation of the AGA, moving to free ordinary (“Normal") 
membership and relying on donations for our operating expenses. This was prompted largely by the 
fact that most clubs have not been meeting for some time — the majority of our income used to be 
from batch membership from four of our major clubs with personal membership constituting only a 
very small proportion. The timing was correct: to date none of the previous batch clubs have been 
able to donate the full amount previously provided, and one has closed. However, while this is only 
the first year, the new model appears to be viable, with generous donations from a couple of clubs 
and many members, and many new members around the country (helped by the increased profile of 
the AGC and the Live Lessons). The new model also has the advantage of more direct interaction 
with our members rather than relying on communication through batch club secretaries (though 
batch registration is still available for clubs), and perhaps a more involved membership as active 
renewal is now required even though it is free. 
 
Membership numbers 
 
Total membership is 198 consisting of 107 Normal Members; 62  Associate Members (under 16), 26 
Sustaining Members and 3 Life Members: 3.  Note: there are 171 memberships that have recently  
expired but not yet renewed.  There is a 3-month grace period after renewal becomes due so 
technically these are also AGA members. 


