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AGA Secretary-General’s Report for 2020/21

It has been a bad year for face-to-face Go tournaments and club meetings. Lockdowns in Victoria and NSW
as well as restrictions on interstate travel resulted in the cancellation of almost all face-to-face
tournaments. The major clubs in Victoria and NSW have not met for almost 2 years but clubs in Queensland
and Western Australia have continued to meet and Queensland have had some face-to-face tournaments.

Most Australian Go activities have been online. Club meetings have been (temporarily_ replaced with
weekly professional ‘Live Lessons’. This has been possible by the generous support of the KBA who
continue to support Go in Australia in very practical ways. The Live Lessons also received significant
support and donations from AGA members. Some notable donations came from Neville Smythe, David
Bofinger, Tony Oxenham’s widow Pam, Mark Ahn, James Kaaden and David Mitchell (me).

The Australian Digital tournament is the only event that has not been impacted by the pandemic. In 2021
this event is doubling as the AGA National Championships thanks to the support and hard work of Horatio
Davis and Allan Hunt from Queensland.

The Friday ‘pro’ lessons are complemented by regular Monday meetings which have lessons prepared by
AGA Dan players or enable people to play online and still enjoy the banter between opponents and
spectators. In June the Canberra Club, ably assisted by David Bofinger opened its virtual doors on
Wednesday evenings to any AGA player wanting a game.

In February, David Mitchell (me) with the invaluable assistance of An Younggil, James Kaaden and Neville
Smythe published an advanced tsumego problem book called ‘Diabolical’. In August, the Answer and
Analysis edition was published. This book explained the first 50 problems in detail. The copyright for both
books is the property of the Australian Go Association and all profits go to the AGA. Both books are available
as e-books and can be ordered either from the AGA or your local bookshop (wherever you are in the world).

[ look forward to a time when the impact of Covid is not so disruptive so clubs and face-to-face tournaments
resume. In the meantime, please invest time to attend live lessons or virtual club meetings, playing against
your fellow Australian Go players and enjoying you Go.

David Mitchell,
Secretary-General,
AGA Inc



